A DOCTOR’S  REASONS 
FOR  GOING  TO  CHINA 


CYRIL  H.  HAAS,  M.D. 


WISH  to  give  you  a few  reasons  why  I 


as  a Christian  physician  should  enter 


into  the  practice  of  my  profession  in  a non- 
Christian  land. 

I.  The  first  of  these  reasons  is  because  it  is 
the  dictate  of  mere  common  sense.  1 do  not  know 
of  anything  which  we  talked  more  about  in  our 
senior  year  than  where  we  were  going  to  prac- 
tice. When  I faced  the  last  day  of  my  senior 
year,  I met  a man  who  told  me  that  everything 
was  congested.  I went  into  the  city,  but  found 
that  it  took  an  average  of  ten  years  for  a physi- 
cian to  become  self-supporting.  I went  into  the 
country,  and  physicians  told  me  that  I could  do 
no  surgery,  because  if  I attempted  it  I was 
liable  to  make  mistakes,  and  my  reputation 


would  be  gone.  Where  was  a man  going  to 
practice?  I saw  in  the  “Journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association”  that  we  were 
pouring  out  of  our  medical  colleges  6,000 
young  men  every  year,  and  that  we  only  needed 
a possible  3,000  to  fill  the  vacancies  left  by 
those  who  died.  I saw  that  the  Committee  on 
Medical  Education  in  this  country  was  seriously 
considering  the  printing  of  pamphlets  to  send  to 
high  school  boys,  urging  them  not  to  enter  the 
medical  profession  because  the  great  influx  of 
students  there  made  it  impossible  for  them  to 
find  room  in  the  profession  in  this  country.  I 
think  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  common  sense 
for  a young  physician,  at  least  if  he  is  a Christ- 
ian, to  look  to  some  other  country  than  this  for 
practice. 

II.  The  second  factor  that  urges  me  to  go 
to  another  land  is  common  duty.  I have 
many  times  seen  in  vision  a city  of  150,000 
people  in  the  center  of  Asia,  outside  of  which 
there  is  a little  hill,  and  upon  that  hill  there  are 
now  going  up  two  buildings,  one  to  be  the 
hospital  for  women  and  the  other  for  men ; and 
from  that  city  has  come  many  times  within  the 
last  few  years  the  urgent  plea  that  I go  out 
there  and  be  one  of  the  physicians  in  that  city 
where  they  know  nothing  of  hygiene,  nothing 
of  surgery,  nothing  of  asepsis,  nothing  of  the 


great  remedies  which  we  have  to  alleviate  pain — 
nothing  but  squalor,  sin,  weakness,  sickness, 
uncleanness.  Nothing  but  common  duty  urges 
me  to  go  out  there. 

III.  And  the  third  reason  why  I go  is  be- 
cause of  the  unique,  unmeasured  privilege. 
The  grandest  moment  in  my  life  will  be  when 
I stand  with  my  colleague  on  that  hospital 
ground  and  the  gates  are  flung  open  with  the 
news  that  the  hospital  is  completed  and  the 
invitation  goes  out  to  that  city  of  the  Lord 
under  Chinese  government,  “Come  in  !”  I 
met,  some  time  ago,  a Chinese  who  told  me  of 
the  necessity  of  having  a Chinese  name,  and  I 
said,  “ Would  you  christen  me.?”  He  wrote 
out  a name  in  Chinese,  and  I said,  “What 
does  it  mean.?”  He  replied  with  this  transla- 
tion of  it,  “ American  physician,  willing  to 
help.”  I hope  to  go  out  some  day  to  Chen-chou 
Fu  and  be  an  “American  physician,  willing  to 
help.”  I hope  to  see  some  day  under  the 
touch  of  the  knife,  in  the  dispensary,  at  the  bed- 
side, the  play  of  the  masterful  forces  of  Jesus 
Christ,  as  through  sympathy  and  tenderness 
and  unselfish  service  His  own  life  may  strike 
deep  into  the  lives  of  those  who  know  Him  not. 
God  is  going  up  and  down  in  this  great  con- 
course of  students,  laying  His  hand  upon  man 
after  man,  medical  student  after  medical  student. 


calling  him  to  be  great  enough  and  big  enough 
and  loyal  enough  to  go  out  into  this  staggering, 
sorrowing,  struggling  world  and  be  to  it  what 
Christ  was,  to  pity  it  as  Christ  pitied  it,  to  love 
it  as  Christ  loved  it,  and  to  serve  it  with  His 
own  sacrificial  heart.  God  calls  with  loving 
patience  for  men  to  lay  their  lives  alongside  of 
the  tremendous  immeasurable  needs  of  the  non- 
Christian  countries  and  to  solve  the  awful 
problem  of  human  suffering  ; and  as  I shall  set 
sail  in  a little  while  for  that  great  Empire  of 
China,  I want  to  carry  with  me  from  this  hour 
the  conviction  that  the  men  here  at  Nashville 
are  going  to  enter  into  a solemn  compact  with 
me  to  devote  their  lives,  especially  the  medical 
students,  to  the  solving  of  the  problem  of 
human  suffering  in  the  non-Christian  world. 


Price  of  this  leaflet  is  loc.  per  dozen,  70c  per 
hundred,  $5.75  per  thousand.  Address:  Student  Volunteer 
Movement,  3 West  29th  Street,  New  York  City, 


